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SUMMARY 

Three New Zealand Christmas trees grow as verge trees in front of 46 Ozone 
Parade. The property owners have requested the removal of these trees and their 
replacement with WA Peppermint trees. The reasons for this request are the very 
aggressive root system of the species and their heavy use of water. 
 
The recommendation is that Council agree to the owners of 46 Ozone Parade 
removing three New Zealand Christmas trees from the verge, with the owners to fund 
this removal and the planting of two new WA Peppermint trees as replacements. 

BACKGROUND 

These street trees are mature and are not breaking up kerbing or footpaths. Several 
of the same species have been removed over the last few years due to the tree 
dying, the tree being in the way of an approved crossover / entry or to a combination 
of damage and poor health. 
 
A large development on the corner of Margaret Street and Ozone Street originally 
had a dying pine tree and two poor quality gum trees fronting the site which were 
removed. As part of the landscaping to be undertaken on the site, the verge planting 
will include WA Peppermint trees as street trees. All other gaps in this verge will be 
planted with the same species. Council no longer uses the New Zealand Christmas 
trees as a street tree because of the root issues. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s Street Tree policy applies. 
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

There are no legal or statutory issues relating to the planting of street trees or the 
choice of species for such planting. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The removal of these trees would be by Council staff, at an estimated total cost of 
$2,000, which is recommended to be met by the owners of 46 Ozone Parade. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The New Zealand Christmas Tree is not a native species of Australia and the most 
sustainable street tree type is normally a local native species such as the WA 
Peppermint tree. 

CONSULTATION 

Nil 

STAFF COMMENT 

There is a general push from residents on this section of Ozone Parade to have all of 
the New Zealand Christmas Trees replaced with WA Peppermint trees. The main 
reason is because of the extensive root system that spreads out to find moisture. 
With the existing gaps in the line of trees or this street section being planned to 
receive WA Peppermint trees as part of new landscaping efforts, the time is 
appropriate to allow the removal of these three New Zealand Christmas trees (one 
will need removal because of the crossover location), with the owners funding the 
removal plus installation of two new WA Peppermint trees. 

VOTING 

Simple Majority 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

In light of the determination made in relation to item 10.2.1, Committee were of the 
opinion that a similar recommendation should be made. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

Moved Cr Rowell, seconded Mayor Morgan 

THAT Council agree to the owners of 46 Ozone Parade removing three New Zealand 
Christmas trees from the verge, with the owners to fund this removal and the planting 
of two new WA Peppermint trees as replacements. 

Lost 0/5 

NEW MOTION / COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION  

Moved Cr Boland, seconded Cr Strzina 

THAT Council, in accordance with it’s Street Tree Policy, obtain an expert’s 
report and conduct public consultation in relation to the removal and 
replacement of either one or all of the New Zealand Christmas Trees fronting 46 
Ozone Parade, and report back to Council. 
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AMENDMENT 

Moved Cr Strzina, Seconded Mayor Morgan 

That the words ‘obtain an expert’s report and’ be deleted. 

Carried 7/1 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

THAT Council, in accordance with it’s Street Tree Policy, conduct public 
consultation in relation to the removal and replacement of either one or all of 
the New Zealand Christmas Trees fronting 46 Ozone Parade, and report back to 
Council. 
 
THE AMENDED SUBSTANTIVE MOTION WAS PUT 

 
Carried 6/2 


















