
 
 
 
 
 
 
Museum of Water Perth Festival 2017  
Event Briefing for Town of Cottesloe 
 
Event:    Museum of Water 
 
Artist:  Amy Sharrocks (UK) 
 
Location:  Cottesloe Beach, WA  
 (please refer to Appendix 1- Site Map) 
 
Date:    Saturday 18 – Sunday 19 Feb 2017   
 
Time:    6.00am – 8pm    
 
Forecast Audience:  1000  
 
Show Description:  
  
What water will you keep?  
 
A vial of tears, melted ice from Antarctica and a plastic bottle of billabong water – every drop tells a story. 
Choose your water, find something to put it in and tell us why you brought it. PIAF Artist-in-Residence Amy 
Sharrocks invites you to consider your relationship with the world’s most indispensable liquid as she builds a 
WA collection of publicly donated water and accompanying stories for WA across two years. 
 
Surfing, swimming, desalination, irrigation and thirst – the pleasures and politics of water affect us all. Set to 
open in PIAF 2018 before becoming part of the Western Australian Museum’s permanent collection, 
Museum of Water is a radically different kind of museum.  
 
Amy Sharrocks is a live artist, sculptor and film-maker who invites people to come on journeys in which their 
own experience, communication and expression are a vital part.  The Museum of Water will chart WA water 
stories, both the shape of the water molecules itself, to the water management across the State and our 
rights of access to water. 
 
The Museum of Water travels because we know that others can't. We are aiming to widen the discussion 
with as many people as possible by situating a mobile version of the Museum across four locations in Perth 
and the Great Southern, inviting members of the general public to visit the collection and have the option of 
donating themselves.  
 
We commence the 2017 collection at one of WA’s most iconic beaches, Cottesloe, before moving to Central 
Park in Perth CBD, the Reflection Pond at UWA and into the South West in Albany’s museum precinct.  This is 
a free community event, open to anyone. Cottesloe has been identified as the first location for the Museum 
of Water due to its broad audience reach of local community, families, and travelers young and old. We see 
the benefit to Cottesloe being two-fold; a chance to activate the space in a meaningful way for visitors to 
engage in a dialogue about how they feel about water and what water is precious to them, as well as a 
chance for the council to be part of a State wide event which will eventually be housed in the WA Museum 
collection at the WA museum in 2020.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Museum of Water at Cottesloe involves five components - a mobile exhibition in a custom fitted trailer, a 
water bar serving a glass of fresh water, a collection hub & one-on-one conversation with a custodian for 
those who wish to donate water, and a series of small public events including a Swimmers Manifesto, Stories 
on Water with a Noognar Elder, and a guided wave reading experience with local surfers.   
 
Please see more information about each event below. 
 
 
Draft Event Schedule:    
 

Day/ Date Activity  Note 

Saturday 18 Feb 6.00am- crew arrive & set up trailer, 
exhibition, collection location, signage, foh 
7.00am – set up sound & staging for 
manifesto & arrival of artistic team 
8am – swimmers manifesto 
12pm – pack up manifesto  
8am – 11am water bar, collection & 
exhibition begins 
11am – 3pm break 
4pm – 7pm water bar, collection & 
exhibition begins 
 

 

Sunday 19 Feb 6.30am- crew arrive & set up of trailer, 
exhibition, collection location 
7.00am – surfers arrive& set-up of signage & 
foh 
8am – Wave Reading with surfers 
10am – Water Story 
12pm – pack up wave reading  
8am – 11am water bar, collection & 
exhibition begins 
11am – 4pm break 
4pm – 7pm water bar, collection & 
exhibition begins 
9pm – complete pack-up 

 

 
 
Sat 18 Feb & Sun 19 Feb 
Museum of Water Mobile Exhibition & Collection 
Time: 8am – 11am & 4pm – 7pm  
 
The Museum: 
Members of the general public are invited to visit the Museum which is housed in a custom fitted trailer and 
have the option of donating a bottle of water to the ever growing collection. But even if they haven’t brought 
water, their words can get remembered and woven into a bottle’s history, or the experience of our days. The 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Museum is a friendly, chatty space where custodians of the museum share stories behind each bottle with 
visitors. 
 
Story Collection: 
The story collection process itself is a personal, intimate interaction between a Museum of Water custodian 
and visitor. Depending on the amount of visitors each day wishing to donate, the interaction can be one-on-
one or in small groups. Each conversation will be audio recorded if the visitor agrees, forming a sonic archive 
which at a future date will be edited to be experienced in person via kinetic installation or online.  Each 
bottle is photographed for inclusion in online gallery. 
 
Sat 18 Feb & Sun 19 Feb 
Water Bar 
Time: 8am – 11am & 4pm – 7pm  
 
Alongside the Museum of Water, visitors and passers-by are invited to share a glass of chilled water at a 
mobile Water Bar. This is a space to pause in our day for refreshment and respite, to celebrate our access to 
fresh water, to share a glass of our finest and begin a conversation about the experience of water in our 
everyday lives. 
 
Sat 18 Feb  
Swimmers Manifesto 
Time: 8am – 11am  
Duration: 3 hours [speakers 5 minutes at a time] Capacity: 36 speakers (6 per 30 min session) Audience: No 
set capacity, anticipate 100 + passers by 
 
A public manifesto and speakers corner where swimming enthusiasts are invited to share their philosophies, 
experiences and reasons why they jump in. The Swimmers’ Manifesto will chart the profound experience 
that swimming and water can have on each and everyone of us. This event is free to watch, take part in, and 
open to everyone.  Bring a towel or a picnic blanket to rest on. 
 
To participate in the Swimmers Manifesto please complete the online form. 
Excerpts of the Swimmers Manifesto will be published online. 
 
Sun 19 Feb 
Wave Reading with surfers 
Location: Cottesloe Reef 
Time:  8am – 11am, every 30 minutes [8am, 8.30am, 9am, 9.30am, 10am, 10.30am] 
Duration: 30 minutes Capacity: 3 participants session, 16 total 
 
A conversation between a surfer, the waves and you. Join some of Perth’s local frothers for a one-on-one 
surf experience as they take you on a guided wave reading experience at one of Cottesloe’s most protected 
ecosystems and iconic surf spots. Bring your own surf gear or let us know if you require a board, wetsuit and 
reef shoes. 
 
This event is free, but registrations are required [form to indicate if they require hires or not + waiver form] 
 
Sun 19 Feb 
Stories on water 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Time: 10am – 11am 
Duration: 1 hour 
Capacity: Anticipate 100 audience  
 
The Swan River, WA’s sandy coast line and Perth central business district have many stories to tell. Join us for 
a series of morning conversations on water as Noongar elders speak about their culture and relationship to 
country on the banks and beaches of Perth. This event is free to watch and open to everyone.  Bring a towel 
or a picnic blanket to rest on. 
 
 
 
Key Contacts 

Perth International Arts Festival 
Drew Dymond, Technical Director 

Sarah Rowbottam, Creative Producer Museum of Water 















Perth International Arts Festival 2017 – Museum of Water 

Site Map 

 

 


	Perth International Arts Festival Application Form.pdf (p.1-10)
	Perth International Arts Festival 2017 - Site Map.pdf (p.11)

