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Potential solutions 

1. Restrict access to Mann Street from Railway Street

Mann Street is being used, dangerously, by non-residents as an 
efficient shortcut to Eric Street / Stirling Highway. A review of the 
road infrastructure in this precinct suggests roads like Parry, 
Congdon and Grant should be serving this purpose. 

The decision to restrict access to Mann Street from Railway Street 
would be in line with many similar precedents within Cottesloe-

• Margaret Street - access to and from North Street has been
blocked to prevent non-local residents from taking a short cut
through a tight Margaret Street. North Street would have
similar traffic volumes to Railway Street while Margaret Street
dimensions and residential orientation are very similar to 
Mann Street.

• Wentworth and Burt Streets - access to Stirling Highway has 
been blocked to prevent non-residents taking a short cut via
unsuitable residential streets for the sake of avoiding the Eric
Street roundabout / bridge congestion.

• Hamersley and Hawkstone Streets - I understand Hamersley is 
in the process of being blocked to prevent non-residents
exiting the beach and pub / restaurant facilities via Hawkstone
Street.

Based on discussions with Cottesloe Council staff it is my 
understanding that such a request may take up to two years to be 
implemented given the sign-offs required by Cottesloe Council, local 
communities and Main Roads. Whilst this remains the absolute 
priority of the residents within the Mann Street precinct discussed 
above the current traffic hazards still need to be managed as a matter 
of urgency and concern. Therefore as a precursor to blocking access 
to Mann Street via Railway Street it is requested that the following 
proposals be pursued as soon as possible. 
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2. Pedestrian safety island (median strip) to be installed at the
intersection of Mann Street and Railway Street - diagram
attached

Due to the circa 135 degree entry bend into Mann Street from Station 
Street the crossover at this juncture is 14 metres wide from kerb to 
kerb. This is a very dangerous intersection for pedestrians to cross. 
Many school children, commuters and mothers pushing baby 
strollers use this footpath. It is the only footpath on Railway Street. 
Council is well aware of this issue having recently effected 
modifications to the footpath, at this intersection, on the western side 
of Mann Street. 
Installation of such a pedestrian safety island and median strip will 
greatly improve pedestrian safety with the added benefit of forcing 
motorists entering Mann Street to corner more safely, keeping to the 
left side of the road. 
There are many excellent precedents in Cottesloe including the 
Marmion / Hawkstone Street intersection. 

3. STOP signs

The only Mann Street road signage between Railway Street and Eric 
Street is a 'Give Way' sign at the intersection of Grant Street. Given 
the excellent visibility at this intersection and the low volume of 
Grant Street traffic, motorists barely slow down before continuing 
through to Eric Street. 
This favoured 'shortcut' of approximately 500 metres through to Eric 
Street is a 'no-brainer' compared with the lengthier option of some 
810 metres via North Cottesloe Primary School, the school day speed 
limit of 40kmph, the Eric Street roundabout and considerably more 
traffic congestion. 
STOP signs would improve road safety and contribute to calming 
traffic along Mann Street. This will be another short term, cost-
effective deterrent to speeding motorists on Mann Street. 

4. Parking considerations

There is no capacity for verge parking on Mann Street between 
Railway Street and Grant Street. Verges on both sides are too narrow. 
The width across this section of Mann Street (inclusive of verges) is 
merely 10 metres. Whereas between Grant Street and Eric Street 
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residents enjoy verge parking on both sides of Mann Street as the 
street/verge width is 19.7 metres. 
The very short and narrow section of Mann Street from Railway 
Street to William Street ( approx. 70 metres) has 

• a dedicated 4.8 metre long kerbside concrete strip ( adjacent to 
the laneway) to accommodate many of the local refuse bins,

• four double garage crossovers
• laneway access (between 106 Railway Street and 2 William

Street) to six double garages. Hence the laneway entry/ exit is 
another critical safety consideration. Inappropriately parked
vehicles restrict visibility for traffic exiting and entering the
laneway.

Currently parking is permitted on both sides of Mann Street. On the 
one hand the 'chicane' effect of having a vehicle parked on either side 
of the road, dramatically slows down the traffic. On the other hand 
inconsiderate parking on this narrow strip creates traffic logjams. 

A solution to current parking issues would be a combination of 
yellow lines on both sides of the road ensuring easy access to 
laneway and driveway crossovers. There are many similar 
precedents in Cottesloe including-

• the southern length of Grant Street between Parry and
Congdon Streets

• Grant Street on either side of Pennefather Lane
• Margaret Street.

5. Traffic Calming devices

In the event that proposed solutions #2, 3 and 4 are not effective in 
slowing the speed / volume of traffic entering Mann Street from 
Railway Street then it is proposed that traffic calming devices be 
installed. 
Virtually all traffic entering Mann Street from Railway Street is south 
bound, travelling at 50-60kmph. Neither the gentle left hand bend of 
circa 135 degrees into Mann Street, nor the entry point road width of 
14 metres, provide any deterrent for motorists to slow down. Many 
motorists corner at approximately 40kmph, drifting across to the 
wrong side of the road before accelerating up Mann Street to the give 
way sign on Grant Street. This section of Mann Street is merely 5.5 
metres wide. Many motorists corner and immediately accelerate at 
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breathtakingly dangerous speeds in large, high-powered, 4X4 
vehicles. I fear for the lives and safety of any pedestrians, especially 
as there is no footpath on the western side on this section of Mann 
Street. The PLC school bus used Mann Street at least four times the 
other morning. The driver knows it is the shortest and quickest way 
home. 
The installation of traffic calming devices such as the 'bolt-on' speed 
humps used in shopping centres like Cottesloe Central and Claremont 
Quarter will instantly slow traffic without any costly road 
modifications. They are merely 350mm wide with a net vertical 
height of circa 50mm, yet highly effective. Avaliable at Hunnings. 
Whilst some in the community may be concerned that the bumps 
could generate considerable noise as vehicles cross them, there is 
virtually no nighttime traffic along this section of Mann Street. My 
bedroom is on Mann Street, directly opposite the laneway, so I am 
acutely aware of nocturnal traffic. There is virtually none. 
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length of residence within the precinct and their particular concerns 
about Mann Street traffic hazards. 
 
After much discussion and input from every resident present, the 
priorities were agreed to be- 

1. Safety issues surrounding the intersection of Mann Street and 
Railway Street. 

2. Traffic volumes ‘shortcutting’ up Mann Street during peak school 
hours. 

3. Parking and the possibility of introducing yellow lines. 
 
Shaun Kan outlined the consultative approach to be adopted with 
residents plus the need to consult with Main Roads in addition to budget 
restraints within Cottesloe Council. Notwithstanding the above he 
committed to making submissions to the April and May Council 
meetings.  
 
Council Meeting – 27 April 2021 

• Approval of kerbing modifications (intersection of Mann and 
Railway Streets) to improve the pedestrian safety of the corner 
and reduce the speed of vehicles heading south on Railway Street 
turning left into Mann Street.  

• Installing a STOP sign with appropriate road markings on Mann 
Street at the intersection of Railway Street 

• Commencing community consultation regarding the installation of 
speed humps in Mann Street between Grant and Railway Streets. 

 
Council Meeting – 25 May 2021 

• Initiation of the community consultation process to kerb the Grant 
Street median strip on either side of Mann Street. This would 
include traffic studies and input from Main Roads. 

 
Cr Kirsty Barrett encouraged attendees to garner the support of other 
Councilors as the three Councilors present did not represent a majority. 
Mr Shaun Kan encouraged all residents to attend the appropriate 
Council meetings. 
 
Mr Shaun Kan thanked the attendees for input and an agreement to 
work collaboratively towards appropriate solutions. 
Meeting ended 8.55am  
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