


AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 23 MARCH 2021 

 

Page (i) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

ITEM SUBJECT PAGE NO 

 

1 DECLARATION OF MEETING OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS ..................... 1 

1.1  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ................................................................ 1 

2 DISCLAIMER ............................................................................................................. 1 

3 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION ......................... 1 

4 ATTENDANCE ........................................................................................................... 1 

5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS .................................................................................... 1 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ................................................................................... 1 

7 PRESENTATIONS ...................................................................................................... 2 

8 REPORTS .................................................................................................................. 3 

8.1 REPORTS OF OFFICERS ..................................................................................... 3 

8.1.1 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2020 3 

9 NEXT MEETING ........................................................................................................ 6 

10 MEETING CLOSURE .................................................................................................. 6 

 

 



AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 23 MARCH 2021 

 

Page 1 

1 DECLARATION OF MEETING OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

The Presiding Member announced the meeting opened at 5:34pm and read the 
Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.1  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

I would like to begin by acknowledging the Whadjuk Nyoongar people, Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which we meet today, and pay my respects to their Elders 
past and present. I extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples here today. 

2 DISCLAIMER 

The Presiding Member drew attention to the Town’s Disclaimer. 

3 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

Nil 

4 ATTENDANCE  

Members 

Cr Craig Masarei Elected Member 
Cr Paul MacFarlane Elected Member 
Cr Kirsty Barrett Elected Member 

Officers  

Mr Matthew Scott Chief Executive Officer 
Mr Shane Collie Director Corporate and Community Services 
Ms Ann-Marie Donkin Corporate Services and Engagement Officer 

Visitors 

Nil 

Apologies  

Ms Suzanne Tuite Community Representative 
Mr Wayne Richards Finance Manager 
Ms Irene Wai Shan Au-Yeung Assistant Finance Manager 
 

5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

AC004/2021 

Moved Cr MacFarlane    Seconded Cr Barrett 
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That the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on Monday 15 February 
2021 be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

Carried 3/0 
  

7 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil  
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8 REPORTS 

8.1 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

8.1.1 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2020 

 

File Ref: SUB/2791 
Attachments: 8.1.1(a) Completed Compliance Audit Return 2020 

[under separate cover]    
Responsible Officer: Matthew Scott, Chief Executive Officer  
Author: Shane Collie, Director Corporate and Community Services  
Author Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
 

SUMMARY 

A recommendation is made to adopt the Compliance Audit Return for 2020 and authorise 
the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to certify the Return so that it may be returned to the 
Department of Local Government by the due date of 31 March 2021. 

BACKGROUND 

Each year the Department of Local Government issues a Compliance Audit Return that 
covers a sample of legislative provisions required under the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1995, which is required to be completed by staff and endorsed by Council 
prior to submission.  The Compliance Audit Return was sought from the Department of Local 
Government some months ago however it was not received until after the most recent Audit 
Committee meeting.  This did not permit that Committee to scrutinise the Return before 
being submitted to Council. 

The Compliance Audit Return (CAR) covers 10 different categories and each category can 
have anywhere from 3 to 24 questions. 
 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is consistent with the Town’s Strategic Community Plan 2013 – 2023. 

Priority Area 6: Providing open and accountable local governance 

Major Strategy 6.2: Continue to deliver high quality governance, administration, resource 
management and professional development. 

This report is consistent with the Town’s Corporate Business Plan 2020 – 2024. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no perceived policy implications arising from the officer’s recommendation. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act 1995 

7.13 Regulations as to Audits 
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(1) (i) requiring local governments to carry out, in the prescribed 

manner and in a form approved by the Minister, an audit of compliance with 
such statutory requirements as are prescribed whether those requirements are 
– 

(i) of a financial nature or not; or 

(ii) under this Act or another written law. 

(2) Regulations may also make any provision about audit committees that may be 
made under section 5.25 in relation to committees. 

Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 - Regulations 14 and 15 

14. Compliance audits by local governments  
(1) A local government is to carry out a compliance audit for the period 1 January 

to 31 December in each year. 

(2)  After carrying out a compliance audit the local government is to prepare a 
compliance audit return in a form approved by the Minister. 

(3A) The local government’s audit committee is to review the compliance audit 
return and is to report to the council the results of that review. 

(3) After the audit committee has reported to the council under sub regulation 
(3A), the compliance audit return is to be –  

(a)  presented to the council at a meeting of the council; and 

(b) adopted by the council; and 

(c) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is adopted. 

[Regulation 14 inserted in Gazette 23 Apr 1999 p. 1724-5; amended in Gazette 30 Dec 
2011 p. 5580-1.] 

15. Compliance audit return, certified copy of etc. to be given to Executive Director 
(1) After the compliance audit return has been presented to the council in 

accordance with regulation 14(3) a certified copy of the return together with – 

(a) a copy of the relevant section of the minutes referred to in regulation 
14(3)(c); and 

(b) any additional information explaining or qualifying the compliance 
audit, 

is to be submitted to the Executive Director by 31 March next following the 
period to which the return relates. 

(2) In this regulation –  

Certified in relation to a compliance audit return means signed by –  

(a) the mayor or president; and 

(b) the CEO. 

Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no perceived financial implications arising from the officer’s recommendation. 

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no perceived sustainability implications arising from the officer’s 
recommendation. 

CONSULTATION 

Senior staff. 

OFFICER COMMENT 

The Compliance Audit Return for 2020 has been completed and it is recommended to 
Council for adoption and further, authorisation is sought from the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer to certify the Return so that it can be forwarded to the Department of 
Local Government and Communities. 

Notwithstanding the extensive nature of the audit, there was only one area of non 
compliance located by officers.  This was at Question 5 in the Finance area where the Audit 
Report was not received from the Auditor by 31 December in any given year.  It is 
understood that the majority of local governments have been in this position this year due 
to a number of factors such as COVID 19, new Financial Management Regulations and the 
new involvement in the Audit Process by the Office of the Auditor General.  These matters 
are outside of the Town’s control. 

Additionally as mentioned in the background to this report the Return was received late and 
after the last meeting of the Audit Committee.  Therefore to comply with Local Government 
(Audit) Regulations 1996 Section 14 (3A) this Audit Committee has been called to 
recommend to Council the adoption of the Return to meet the required deadline. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

AC005/2021 

OFFICER AND COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Moved Cr Barrett    Seconded Cr MacFarlane 

That Council ADOPTS the 2020 Compliance Audit Return, noting the one area of non 
compliance – timing of the receipt of the Auditors Report, and authorise the Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer to certify the Return so that it may be returned to the Department 
of Local Government and Communities by the due date of 31 March 2021 

Carried 3/0 
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9 NEXT MEETING 

To be advised. 

10 MEETING CLOSURE  

The Presiding Member announced the meeting closed at 5:37pm. 
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