


































































Design review report and recommendations – 30 September 2020 
(unconfirmed) 

108, 112, 114 FORREST STREET & 9 VERA STREET, COTTESLOE – PROPOSED OFFICE DEVELOPMENT 
Design quality evaluation    

  Supported 

  Pending further attention 

  Not supported 

Principle 1 - Context 
and character 

 Good design responds to and enhances the distinctive characteristics of a local area, 

contributing to a sense of place. 

  Supported 
1a. The design enhances the characteristics of both Vera and Forrest Street; 
1b. Appears appropriate in context and character. 

Principle 2 - 

Landscape quality 

 Good design recognises that together landscape and buildings operate as an integrated and 

sustainable system, within a broader ecological context. 

  Supported 
2a. The landscape is fundamental to this proposal bringing an integrated solution 
building/landscape.  
2b. Proposal is commendable with a large northern courtyard and a commitment to planting as a 
key part of the design. 

Principle 3 - Built 
form and scale 

 

 Good design ensures that the massing and height of development is appropriate to its setting 

and successfully negotiates between existing built form and the intended future character of the 

local area. 

  Supported 

  3a. Built form and scale is appropriate for the context. 
3b. Refreshing to see restraint in maximizing built form. 
3c. Has quality elevations, clean elements, and its massing and height is appropriate. 

Principle 4 - 

Functionality and 
build quality 

 Good design meets the needs of users efficiently and effectively, balancing functional 

requirements to perform well and deliver optimum benefit over the full life-cycle. 

  4a. Proposal meets the needs of the owner although may lack flexibility typical of contemporary 
office planning (open plan).  

 4b. High functionality and build quality. 

Principle 5 -

Sustainability 

 Good design optimises the sustainability of the built environment, delivering positive 

environmental, social and economic outcomes. 

  5a. North/south facing main elevations used to advantage; good end of trip facilities. 

 5b. Commendable passive solar design layout. 

Principle 6 - Amenity  Good design optimises internal and external amenity for occupants, visitors and neighbours, 

providing environments that are comfortable, productive and healthy. 

  6a. Proposal provides quality amenities for all users and neighbours. 

 6b. Amenity appears high quality. 

Principle 7 - 

Legibility 

 Good design results in buildings and places that are legible, with clear connections and easily 

identifiable elements to help people find their way around. 

  7a. Proposed building and integrated landscape design legibility is considered good.  

  



 

Principle 8 - Safety  Good design optimises safety and security, minimising the risk of personal harm and supporting 

safe behaviour and use. 

  8a. Separation of vehicular/pedestrian entry/exit is well considered but could be a safety issue. 

   

Principle 9 - 

Community 

 Good design responds to local community needs as well as the wider social context, providing 

environments that support a diverse range of people and facilitate social interaction. 

  9a. Design well thought-out for accessibility. 

 9b. Generous landscaping particularly of the wide verge supports local community needs. 
9c. Off-site and visitor parking not clearly addressed.  
9d. Visitor parking could be increased. The strain on Forrest Street parking is made worse by 
other commercial development in the locality.  

 

Principle 10 

Aesthetics 
 Good design is the product of a skilled, judicious design process that results in attractive and 

inviting buildings and places that engage the senses. 

  10a. Proposal has quality aesthetic appeal. 

 10b. Commendable design and proposed material palette. 
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